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EQUIPMENT RACKS OFTEN TAKE a back seat to that 180-inch screen, 3D projec-
tion system or killer surround-sound system when it comes to installation glory.

Not this time.
Our annual “Great Looking Racks” contest, sponsored by Middle Atlantic, 

brings racks into the spotlight, showcasing those with both brains and beauty. The kind 
that meticulous custom installers are proud of and gloat about to friends. 

Now in its sixth year, the Great Looking Racks contest continues to impress. This year 
we have a flawless rack that powers a 10,000-square-foot estate and 3D home theater, a 
rack created in 10 days squeezed inside a small mechanical room, and a full eight-rack 
system that links “over 48 miles” of wiring.

There is something sexy (in a tech-geek way) about a well-organized equipment rack. 
And our readers never let us down. Keep up the great work!

In our annual ‘Great 
Looking Racks’ contest, 

sponsored by Middle 
Atlantic, it’s the behind-

the-scenes work that 
earns the spotlight in 

these installations. 
by Steve Crowe

TAKE CENTER STAGE
Racks

sponsored by

Osbee Industries
IMPECCABLE INSTALLATION

YOU CAN SEE THAT A TON of planning went into this 
10,000-plus-square-foot estate in Westchester County, N.Y. — 
just look at the results.

Osbee Industries of Harrison, N.Y., worked closely with the 
client, designer and contractor to develop a whole-house sys-
tem engineered for convenience, control, security and entertain-
ment. See what happens when everyone works together?

The challenge was to design and install a rack powerful 
enough to control: 32 zones of audio from 26 sources; 17 video 
sources viewable on 18 HD displays; a 6,000-lumen Digital 
Projection Titan 3D Reference Projector and Screen Research 
TheaterCurve 180-inch-wide screen; Nintendo Wii system; Ka-
leidescape; LED lighting; acoustically engineered starlit ceiling 
in the dedicated home theater; 164 loads of lighting; 14 zones 
of HVAC; 8 CCTV cameras; and 11 touchscreens.

And everything had to blend in with the impeccable aesthetics.
“The first thing you see when getting to our rack is no rack 

at all, just two doors that seamlessly blend into a wall in the 
dedicated home theater,” says Osbee president Dave Raines. 
“Working with the architect, we placed a closet in the basement’s 
home theater into the floorplan, so the rack would be unobtrusive 

WINNER Rack 1
v  Middle Atlantic PD-915R Rack-

Mount Power Distribution
v  Crestron PRO2 2-Series Control 

Processor & CEN-UPS1250 UPS
v  JBL Synthesis SDP40HD  

Surround Sound Processor & 
SDEC4500 Equalizer

v  JBL Synthesis S7165 (2) &  
S820 (2) Power Amplifiers

Rack 2
v  Middle Atlantic PD-915R Rack-

Mount Power Distribution & VRS
v  Apple TV (2)
v  Crestron ADMS Intermedia 

Delivery System
v  Crestron ADC-200BR 200-Disc 

Blu-ray Changer
v  Motorola DCT6416 HD Verizon 

FiOS TV DVRs (6)
v  DirecTV HR22-100 HD DVR 

Satellite Receivers (3)
v  Crestron CEN-UPS1250 UPS
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while giving us space to engineer the room for adequate climate 
control of the massive rack, easy access for service, and the 
breathing room to add upgrades down the road.”

Once you open the closet doors, it’s like entering a data 
center. The job required a rack robust enough to hold all the 
attendant gear, and flexible enough for changes.

“We chose Middle Atlantic’s MRK Series for its narrow design, 
solid construction, and suitability for this four-bay job,” says se-
nior technician Joe Cirincione. “Having this ample, custom-built 
space allowed us to build the rack on-site. Then we meticulously 
marked all the connections, which is standard for us on any job.

“Even going behind closed doors, the aesthetics of this 
home shows – from the clean, neat appearance on the front 
down to the very last wire in the back.” Q

Audio/Video Awakenings 
MAJOR OVERHAUL

THIS WAS A TAKEOVER JOB for Audio/Video Awakenings after 
another dealer left the client with an incomplete installation. The 
client wanted the entire system torn down, major upgrades, and 
every wire in the house labeled. He wanted to keep the racks and 
the APC UPS pieces, but everything else was negotiable.

RUNNERS-UP

Rack 3
v  Middle Atlantic PD-915R Rack-

Mount Power Distribution
v  Crestron DM-MD32X32 Video 

Switcher
v  Crestron DVPHD-PRO-R Digital 

Video Processor
v  Crestron C2N-IVDS24X24 Inter-

com Video Distribution Switcher
v  Crestron DGE-1 Digital Graphics 

Engines (2)
v  Middle Atlantic D4 Rack Drawer
v  Monster HTS-5100 MK2 Surge 

Protectors (2)
v  Crestron CEN-UPS1250 UPS

Rack 4
v  Middle Atlantic PD-915R Rack-

Mount Power Distribution
v  Crestron PRO2 2-Series Control 

Processor
v  Crestron CEN-TRACK-AMFMXM
v  Crestron CNX-PBAR4 Audio 

Receivers (2)
v  Crestron CEN-RGBHV32X32A 

Matrix Audio Switcher
v  AudioControl Architect 1160 

Amplifiers (4)
v  Crestron CEN-UPS1250 UPS

“We performed a major Crestron DM upgrade, removing all 
the analog video switching and installing the 16x16 DM switch-
er,” says Bill Reynolds, owner, IT specialist and programmer for 
Portland, Ore.-based Audio/Video Awakenings. “We replaced 
all 10 older touchpanels with Crestron TPS-6L touchpanels to 
increase screen resolution and provide a much more modern 
look. The client is a network engineer and had very demanding 
requirements for his network and Wi-Fi, which made the choice 
to use Pakedge an obvious one.”

Both surround-sound rooms were upgraded, one with a new 
Integra preamp and a Crestron Procise set for the other. The 
client can use an iPhone, Android phone and iPad for control, as 
well as Crestron XPanel control on an iMac and Windows PC.

“We were able to tear down the room, replace all the older 
gear, re-mount and 
re-wire the racks, 
commission the 
DM system and 
get intercom, gate 
control, HVAC control 
and Crestron lighting 
control all working 
again in one week,” 
Reynolds says. Q
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Great Looking Racks

Audio Integrations | GRAND CABIN
THIS IS NOT YOUR TYPICAL log cabin housing these racks. At 
15,000 square feet, there’s plenty of space for electronics.

According to Adam Resler of Las Vegas, Nev.-based Audio 
Integrations, there are four 15-inch Crestron in-wall touchpan-
els and nine iPads that control the cabin’s HVAC, pool/spa, 
shades, CCTV, lighting, security and fire systems and audio/
video zones.

“All ends are trimmed with heat shrink and, in some instanc-
es, the wire itself is in heat shrink (I hate colored wires),” Resler 
says. “You can’t see any IR emitters as everything is inside the 
piece of equipment or is serial control.” Q

Osbee Industries | SLIM PICKINGS

BEFORE OSBEE INDUSTRIES got hold of this 9,000-plus-
square-foot New York City townhouse, it was a jumble of stand-
alone systems for security, intercom, climate control, lights, 
shades, A/V and data.

The challenge was to trace down undocumented lighting wiring 
and update them with 98 loads of lighting, replace an aging projec-
tion TV system, upgrade to a Crestron Digital Media Distribution 
System, integrate the existing commercial-level HVAC BMS, 
control 11 sets of shades and an extensive electronic art collec-
tion, and upgrade the CCTV and intercom system from single 
B&W video feeds to quad-screen RGB feeds integrated with video 
doorphones and door openers via electronic door strikes.

Phew — and all this had to be done in 10 days to not disrupt 
the homeowners. And the only place to put the racks was a tiny 
fourth floor mechanical room already filled with HVAC equip-
ment and limited access.

So, Osbee pre-built and tested the rack at its headquarters. 
Once that was done, they disassembled the rack, brought it to 
the site and put it back together. Middle Atlantic’s Slim 5 Rack 
was Osbee’s choice. CE Pro

Maverick Integration | EIGHT IS ENOUGH
MARK LAFAVE, digital playground director at Maverick Integra-
tion, says the company was awarded the contract for this proj-
ect “in the 11th hour” after bidding against stiff competition.

The home was already framed up and included all window 
installations, LaFave says. And the design spec was all but 

nonexistent.
“The first chal-

lenge was to execute 
a structured wiring 
plan that would lend 
itself to any and every 
design possible,” 
LaFave says. “HDMI/

video distances, expandable zone counts in audio and or video 
systems, local sources with the potential for central sharing and 
last-minute surprise requests, the structured wiring plan needed 
to be as dynamic as we knew the client would be.”

The design included a mammoth main distribution frame 
(eight full-height racks) and many additional intermediate dis-
tribution frames at key locations all connected by dual strands 
of fiber. For the next 14 months, a rotating team of two to six 
pre-wire specialists all but lived on the property running more 
than 48 miles of wire, LaFave says. Q

v FIND EQUIPMENT LISTS FOR RUNNERS-UP ON CEPRO.COM ¨


